History

The original idea for Battle of the Books came
from a radio program sponsored by the Chicago
Public Library in the early 1940s which featured
teams of students from different Chicago
schools each week. It was revived in the 1960s
by one of those child contestants who grew up
to be a school librarian in lllinois.

Idaho Battle of the Books is based heavily on
the Oregon Battle of the Books program. In
Oregon, Battle of the Books (BOB) was
introduced by school librarian and author
Sybilla Cook in the 1970s. Word spread about
BOB through various library conferences, and
successful local battle programs developed in
various parts of Oregon throughout the ensuing
decades. It was never a mandated program, but
continued to grow in popularity because it
works!

Parents are enthusiastic about BOB and
teachers and librarians find that children read
more books as they learn the pleasures of
teamwork and academic competition.
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IT'S LIKE SPORTS, BUT WITH BOOKS

aiwerd  Titlas for Middle/lunior High (Grades 6-9)

Awkward - Svetlana Chmakova

Chains - Laurie Halse Anderson

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora - Pablo Cartaya
Finding Gobi - Dion Leonard

Frogkisser! - Garth Mix

The Hobbit - IRR. Tolkien

Inside Out and Back Again - Thanhha Lai
Rebel of the Sands - Alwun Hamilton
Restart - Gordon Korman

Roller Girl - Victoria lamieson

Salt to the Sea - Ruta Sepelys

The Screaming Staircase - Jonathan Stroud
The Skeleton Tree - lain Lawrence

Some Kind of Courage - Dan Cemeinhart
Steelheart - Brandon Sanderson

Wolf by Wolf - Ryan Graudin
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IDAHO BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

It's like sports but with books!
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Introduction

Idaho Battle of the Books, IBOB, is a statewide
voluntary reading motivation and
comprehension program open to all Idaho
students in grades 3-12, regardless of ability.

IBOB is meant to expose students to quality
literature representing a variety of literary
styles and viewpoints.

The mission of the program is to encourage and
recognize students who enjoy reading, share
the love of reading with students who have not
yet discovered that for themselves, broaden
reading interests, increase reading
comprehension, promote academic excellence,
and promote cooperative learning and
teamwork among students.

Lists of books are chosen, and questions are
written, for each grade level division;
elementary, middle/junior high, and high
school. Students read the books, discuss them,
and then compete in teams of four students to
correctly answer questions based on the books
in a “quiz show” format.

Levels of competition begin at the school or
local library level, and may continue into
regional or even state competition, as those
levels are developed with the growth of this
program in Idaho.

Idaho Battle of the Books is administered by a
Executive Committee and other volunteers.

Book Lists

New lists of titles for each level are compiled
each year by the Selection Committee based on
the “Criteria for the Selection of Titles.”

An attempt is made to vary the titles chosen
according to genre and difficulty so that readers
may encounter a broad range of books. Care is
also taken to ensure a diversity of people,
places, and ideas among the chosen titles so
that students may find the diversity of our
world reflected in the pages of the books.

It is not the goal or purpose of IBOB to endorse
or censor titles solely based on race, creed,
gender, or sexual orientation of the characters
or author of a book.
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Idaho Battle of the Books

Idaho also has a history with Battle of the Books
programs, but until 2017 they have largely
existed independently from each other. In the
1970s some Boise programs were sponsored by
local book stores, and in other places programs
existed purely out of the love and tenacity of
parents, teacher, and librarians in a school or
district.

In 2016 the Oregon model of BOB was
introduced at North Junior High in the Boise
School District. The following year, many other
junior high/middle schools joined the program,
as did homeschooled students via the Meridian
Public Library system. Meanwhile, the idea of
creating a uniquely Idaho program was
introduced at the Idaho Library Conference in
the fall of 2017.

From there a group of passionate and
committed volunteers began work on what has
become Idaho Battle of the Books, or IBOB. The
goal of the IBOB Committee is to grow IBOB
across all of Idaho, in three distinct grade level
divisions, with local, regional, and state level
competitions each year, while remaining a
volunteer-only program.

Volunteers

If you would like to be a part of this program, or
you would like to start IBOB at your school,
please visit us at idahobattleofthebooks.org for
more information.



